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PRESENT STATE , AND PROSPECTS OF PHILOSOPHY IN 

GERMANY. 

A LETTER FROM PROFESSOR C. L. HICHELET. 

[The following very interesting letter on the above topic, from the 
hand of Professor Michelet, of Berlin — who, though now in his eighty- 
third year, exhibits the animation of a seemingly quenchless youth — has 
recently been received by Professor Howison, in acknowledgment of the 
printed report of the latter's two lectures on the same subject at the Con- 
cord School of Philosophy in July, 1882. We print the translation by 
permission. — Ed.] 

[translation.] 

Berlin, April S5, 188S. 

" Honored Friend : You have very accurately, and in burning colors, 
depicted the doleful decline into which the mass of our philosophic 
thinkers have fallen. Young Germany, you say, has, with great precipi- 
tancy, thrown away not only the results, but the method, of its past, to 
plunge headlong into the English School. You hold a mirror up before 
us, to show us with reproach to what a pass we have come. And your 
' Present Aspects of Philosophy in Germany ' bears witness to the ex- 
ceeding thoroughness of the brush with which you paint. 

" In it you rightly set out from Kant's critical system, as the germ of 
the entire development — the system which, 'waxing rather than, waning,' 
would to-day, in Neo-Kantianism, be glad to dominate Germany once 
more, and carry it back to that unintelligible Negation, the Thing-in- 
itself- — the .system which has started no end of misgoings, and which 
affects to disdain Kant's three great successors as dreamers. Still, you 
do not doubt of the final victory of true philosophy in a people which, 
now that it has ceased to be the Scrub of Europe — now that it has so 
gloriously wrestled to its political regeneration — you hold is in the future 
to bring the Science of Reason to its finished consummation, in continu- 
ance of the alBrmative systems of those Heroes of philosophy. 

" This trust I share completely, and hope to live to see its fulfilment 
yet, in the frail decline of my life. And now permit me to add to your 
exposition a few particulars, which may be regarded as supports of this 
hope. 

"Many of the German philosophers who are now throwing them- 
selves into the arms of empiricism do not adhere to the simple, pure em- 
piricism of Locke ; but what they call experience is always more or less 
permeated by apriorist elements. In like manner, Kant's ' Experience,' in 
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his demanding how synthetic judgments are possible a priori, has already 
taken up a metaphysical element into itself, through the Categories, and 
through Space and Time. For after Hume, with ' the besom of Nemesis,' 
as you very well express it, had thoroughly swept away Locke's naked 
empiricism, which fancied it could soar out of itself into universality and 
necessity, there could not well be anj' return to that. The universality 
and necessity which Hume abjured for experience, Kant transferred to 
the a priori conceptions and perceptions of his idealism. And if the 
Germans have gone to school to the English, the English have also come 
over the channel to us. At any rate, Spencer is desirous of a combina- 
tion of induction and deduction, of the a posteriori and the a priori, 
makes manifold use of dialectic, and, even in systematic results, is in 
harmony, through his evolutionary theory of the universe, with the 
Hegelian world-process, albeit he still ostensibly adheres to the Canon of 
Kant. 

"Hegel himself, while praising Aristotle for a thorough experimen- 
talist as well as a profound thinker, adds : Experience in its totality is 
Speculation itself. Zeller, however, with all his polemics against the 
Hegelian dialectic, cannot, even with the best intentions, keep up the 
stand by bare experience. If, in his speech on ' The Present Position 
and Problem of German Philosophy " (in the weekly Im neuen Deutschen 
Reiche, No. 50, pp. 921-928, 1872), he begins with: 'We need to re- 
turn to experience,' he yet concludes with the words : ' But experience 
only furnishes us with phenomena; the essence of things, philosophic 
truths, can only be found by active thought.' And therefore I too, in 
my ' System of Philosophy,' in five volumes, have only been able to see 
' Exact Science ' in the combination of both methods. 

" In view of the existing philosophic situation in Germany, the Ber- 
lin Philosophical Society, which originally consisted exclusively of He- 
gelians, but which, in the course of events, has admitted many members 
inclining to empiricism, has, in the Third Head of its Prize Problem, sot 
for the competitors the question : ' Does Hegel's dialectic method fulfil 
the requirements that must be made of philosophic method, or not?' 
" With best greetings from household to household, 
" In sincere friendship, 

"Wholly yours, 

" MiCHBLET. 

"Professor G. H. Howison." 



